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M r. John  E . Coughlin 
AttorneyRice County 

Faribault, Minnesota

M y  d e a r  M r .  

Coughlin: We find that the publicity given to Faribault last summer dis- 
turbed  a  good  m any peop le  w ith  ch ildren  w ho shou ld  be in  the  in - 
stitution. Som e of these are ch ildren who should enter when the  

new  bu ild ings open  and are  detrim enta l to  norm al ch ildren  in  the 
h o m e .  T h e  p a r e n t s  in  s o m e  in s t a n c e s  s a y  t h e  p u b l i c i t y ,  b u t  d id
n o t  s e e  t h e  l e s s e r  p u b l i c i t y  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  p r e -  
s e n te d  th e  m a t t e r  t o  th e  G ra n d  J u r y  a n d  th a t  th e y  m a d e  a  r e p o r t  
c l e a r in g  th e  in s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  c h a r g e s  m a d e  la s t  s u m m e r .  

I am  wondering if the report o f the grand Jury i s  ava ilab le  and 
i f  s o  we might have a copy in th is  of f i ce . Furthermore, would  

i t  be perm iss ib le  to have i t  mimeographed and sent to a l l  of the 
welfare boards i n  the state  i n order that they m ight have specific  
i n f o r m a t i o n  to give to parents who are disturbed f or  fea r  the ir  
child would be mistreated i f  sent t o the in st itu t io n .

 I  would g re a t ly  appreciate you l e t t i ng us know what can be done 
in this mat t e r .

Very  tru ly  yours,

D iv is io n  o f  Pu b lic  In s t i tu t io n s  
Carl H. Swanson, Director

Mildred Thomson (Miss)
Head, Bureau f o r  Feebleminded
 & Epileptic

cc -R i c e  County  W elfare  Board 
Dr. E. J .  Engberg 
Mr . Joseph Wettleson


